
Knoxdale Community School Council (KCSC)
Meeting Minutes 

June 7, 2016

Please visit our website at www.knoxdaleps.ocdsb.ca
 Please contact the KCSC at knoxdalecouncil@gmail.com

Chair : Heather Gordon
Vice-Chair : Stephanie Denison
Secretary : Karyn Curtis
Treasurer : Peter Goold
OCASC Rep : Geoff Pearce/Jean-Paul Larochette
Attendees  Heather Gordon, Karyn Curtis, Andrea Williams, Caretta Williams-DeAveiro, 
Heather McDonald, Alicia Ferguson, Peter Goold

Call to Order – Heather Gordon
Heather called the meeting to order and welcomed participants. 

Approval of May minutes – Heather Gordon
The May minutes were approved. Motion to approve: Heather Gordon; seconded: Peter 
Goold

Chair’s Report – Heather Gordon
Heather thanked volunteers for their work throughout the year. We had several new 
volunteers this year, and enjoyed a smooth transition. Leslie Park school has raised 
considerable funds for their new playground. It is not yet clear how the OCDSB 
accommodation review may affect their plans. We did not submit a Parents Reaching 
Out grant application this year, as there was no one to take this on. Hopefully, Knoxdale 
will be in a position to apply for these funds in September for next year. New 
coordinators will be needed for several Council activities in the coming year, including 
Movie Night and the Family Fun Dance, as well as for the position of Vice-Chair.  

Principal’s Report – Andrea Williams
Andrea presented the following report:

• Planning continues for next year.  This includes staffing.
Our class organization is planned at this point, keeping in mind that things can 
always change… currently we are looking at 26 classes. This includes 5 kinder 
classes.  We have a communication going home in the upcoming weeks and at 
that time we will post the draft school organization for September – keeping in 
mind that change is always possible. When we consider class placement, we 
look at many factors (i.e., number of contact teachers, medical needs, proximity 
to grade like partners, numbers of students). In recent history our chalets have 
housed grade 4, 5 and 6 students. With our junior class projected to be large 
next year, and in light of the criteria mentioned, we have decided to include our 
grade 3s in the chalets for next year. We do have two special staffing changes to 
announce: both Doris Breckon and Alan Campbell will be beginning a new 
chapter in their lives as they head into retirement at the end of this school year. 
They will be greatly missed by the students, staff and the community. We wish 
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them all the best in their new adventures.

Kindergarten: Two-Year Kindergarten Program
Kindergarten is a two-year program with a single curriculum. The curriculum is a 
continuum which provides learning opportunities for a range of developmental abilities 
as our young learners begin school. Historically, we have not had JK/SK classes at 
Knoxdale PS as we are an immersion centre, although these multi-age groupings are 
currently seen in many of our schools. Next year, with all Kindergarten classes being 
bilingual classes, we are moving to multi-age classes for all of our Kinder classes. As 
mentioned, multi-age Kindergarten class is not a new idea; there are many blended 
Kindergarten classes within the OCDSB that have proven to be a successful structure 
for our youngest learners.

A blended Kindergarten classroom comprising year 1 and year 2 students (formerly 
Junior and Senior Kindergarten) builds on student strengths and differences. A 
Kindergarten child’s age is not the sole indicator of ability or readiness for learning. 
Students enter Kindergarten with a wide range of experiences, knowledge and abilities 
and a blended class allows for all children to feel that they contribute and belong. 
Regardless of the range of students’ ages, experiences and abilities, the goal of the 
educator team is to meet the needs of all learners. 

Whenever possible, students in a two-year program may learn with the same educator 
team and with and from some of the same children for two consecutive years, reducing 
the stress of school entry and fostering a feeling of community where children feel safe, 
are able to fully express themselves and feel comfortable taking risks. At the beginning 
of each new school year only a portion of the students will be new members of the class 
- the year 2 students develop interpersonal skills through welcoming and mentoring the 
year 1 students as they take on a peer leadership role. Year 1 students benefit by 
having peer role models with whom they can participate in more complex play.

Current research supports children of different ages learning together. Research shows 
that blended classes can provide students with increased opportunities for social and 
emotional growth. Students develop more positive peer interactions; have greater 
development of social skills; do more collaborative learning; display greater feelings of 
comfort and security; and have more opportunities for student leadership within a 
community of learners. (Combined Grades, Ministry of Education, Ontario -2007). We 
are looking forward to this opportunity next year!

• Class lists for next year are in progress.  Due to the potential for changes in staffing 
and enrolment over the summer, students will receive class placements the first day of 
school in September.

• Feedback is requested for our Student Handbook that is usually contained in our 
student agenda.  Copies are available to review this evening or if you prefer to review 
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the information in your own child’s agenda and email me any suggestions that would be 
great as well – andrea.williams@ocdsb.ca  Input will be welcomed until next Friday, 
June 17. In terms of agendas, we are going to pilot something new next year whereby 
individual classes select whether or not they would like agendas. We have found that 
the agendas are not utilized to the same degree as they used to be. At this moment, our 
grade 2 and 3s will be using agendas, as well as some junior classes. We are looking to 
use Premier for these agendas and we will pay out of our school budget as opposed to 
using school fees for agendas.

• School Fees - We welcome your feedback. On your tables you will find a draft of our 
proposed fee schedule for next year. With the omission of the agenda, we are looking at 
a universal fee for Kinder through to grade 8. The proposed fee is $15.00 with $7.00 
going towards Scientists in the Schools and $8.00 going towards special activity fun 
(i.e., a special craft, activity, etc). As always, school fees are voluntary. Your feedback is 
most welcome!

Multi-Year Student Learning and Student Accommodation
Planning – (this is further to the information sent home to all families)
Over the course of several years, the school district will review the number of pupil 
places in our schools in order to consolidate available pupil space to align with student 
enrolment. At this stage, the Committee will be discussing the need for these reviews, 
the structure of the multi-year plan, and the proposed timelines. In September, the 
Board will approve the terms of reference for the specific areas of study.

At this time, staff has suggested that 2 study areas begin in September; one in the west 
and one in the east.  A comprehensive Western Area Review could include 26 schools, 
both elementary and secondary which feed into Bell, Sir Robert Borden, Merivale and 
Woodroffe High Schools. The Eastern Secondary Area Review could include 3 
secondary schools - Gloucester, Rideau and Colonel By High Schools. More information 
can be found on the OCDSB website.

• We held our Kinder info night on May 16.  It was an evening that was very well 
attended. On this evening we invited parents to come back for an orientation session 
with their child. These sessions took place yesterday, today and will be taking place 
again on Thursday. This allows us to meet with our new little Eagles and their families 
individually and get to know them. 

• Financial report – a review of expenditures from our School Council Funding this year 
(transaction statement shared with Treasurer).  Thank you so much for all of your 
support. Last year, we made technology a priority and purchased many Chromebooks. 
This year, and in response to our school climate survey, we decided to add some 
additional arts opportunities for our students. It was the year of the dance! Both our 
primary students and junior students benefitted from a week long Luv2Groove workshop 
which they were then able to use as a platform for the their dance and phys ed 
programs going forward. The students absolutely loved this opportunity! Other highlights 
include:  Scientists in the School presentations to classes, specialized art supplies, 
materials to support learning – personal dictionaries, support of many clubs and 
initiatives – Math Clubs and Contests, Butterfly raising kits and materials to support the 
implementation of WITS. On behalf of the entire team, I would like to thank you so much 
for the support – we truly appreciate it!
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Finally, a huge thank you to School Council for all of the support and involvement.  It is a 
privilege to work with a group of people who share a common goal of doing what is best 
for our Knoxdale students.  Thank you for all that you do!

Vice-Principal’s Report – Caretta Williams DeAveiro
Caretta thanked all the parent volunteers for their help and hard work, and encouraged 
parents to send in the “Our School” survey if they have not already done so. Pinecrest 
Public School sent a lovely thank you card to Council for the donation we made. Gift 
baskets are being assembled for Syrian newcomers, and donations are still being 
accepted. Mme Muller's class is selling freezies and donating the proceeds to support 
Fort McMurray.

Treasurer’s Report – Peter Goold
Balance (bank statement) $ 33,270.98
Liabilities
Picnic Advance   $   2,385.00
Bereavement Fund   $      200.00
Acquascapes   $        64.98
Leaving Fund   $   1,100.00
Total Pending Expenses   $   3,749.98
Credits
Bookfair   $   1,817.00
Entertainment   $        38.00
Lunch Lady   $      840.35
QSP   $      140.29
Mummy’s Yummies   $      392.80
Movie   $   1,737.00
Total Deposits   $   4,965.44
Working Balance   $  34,486.44
Budget Items
Expenses Budget Actual
KPS Grant $ 12,000.00 $ 12,000.00
Leaving Fund $   1,100.00 $   1,100.00
Trend Arlington Donation $      200.00 $      200.00
Hot Chocolate Day            $      150.00 $      150.00
Supplies $      100.00 $           -00
OCASC Membership $        35.00 $           -00
Bank Fees $       100.00 $        47.00
School in Need $    1,800.00 $    1,800.00
Reserve $    2,000.00 $       200.00
Expense Total         $ 17,485.00 $  15,497.00

Playground Project – Heather Gordon
The Playground Project will have a booth at the Family Fun Picnic and may hold a silent 
auction of donated goods. They will also be at Curriculum Night in September. A 
landscape architect with the OCDSB has looked at our site. We have a volunteer to 
organize another restaurant night, and have obtained several family sponsors. A poster 
on the project is in development.
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Family Fun Picnic – Alicia Ferguson
Everything is in place for the picnic. We have requested tables and chairs from our 
custodial staff. We will need lots of recycling bins. There will be many fun activities. We 
need volunteers to help with the games. Andrea will send an email with information on 
the picnic.

Volunteer Sheet – Heather Gordon
We have simplified the sheet that goes home in September on volunteer activities, and 
have booked dates for next year's activities. We will hold a Ski Swap in the Fall, and 
Book Fair will take place in May. Movie Nights will be in January and April.

Open Forum
A question was asked about trees in the front of the school. One tree will be coming 
down. Grade 6 will have a student council next year.

Next meeting to be held on Tuesday, September 20, 2016 , @ 7:00 p.m. in the 
Knoxdale library. All are welcome! See you in September!
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